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2 u €lo Ahead” Reader.” 

My printer tells me how my Almanac has gone ahead like a 
steamboat, and has been introduced into the first semicircles in 
the United States. I had no idee when I first begun to write 
for the public that I should have such luck. I begin to think 
I’ve hit on the right track, and so I keep on. I don’t doubt 1 
shall not only be able to tree a little change, but also a little 
fame into the bargain. It is’nt every member of Congress 
that knows how to authorise as well as to speechify. And it 
remains to be larnt whether I shall go down to posteriors with , 
the most credit as a Congressman, or a writer. Although I 
like moony nights for hunting yet l’le be shot if I node how to 
calculate the time of the moon’s rising and setting. So I got : 
a very great Gastronomer to do it for me. I spose my readers 
want to know how I’ve passed my time the last year when at 
home. I’ve built a new tan-yard, near my house for the pur- 
| pose of tanning alligator’s skins, which my wife is making up 
into under shirts for the young ladies. Reader I must now 
bid you good-bye, and may God bless you, for IcarUt . 

Entered according to the Act of Congress, in the year 1835, 
by Davy Crockett, in the Clerk’s office of the District Court 
of Tennessee. 

Eclipses in 1834. 

There will be four Eclipses this year, two of the.Sun and two of the 
j^oon, in the following- order : 

I. Tfie first will be of the Moon, May 1st, in the morning, visible. 

Begins, . 2h. 23m. Y Apparent C Quantity Eclipsed, 4 1-2 

Middle, 3h. 25m. > or < Digits on the Moon’s 

End, 4h. 28m. j Solar Time. £south limb. 

II. The second will be of the Sun, May 15th, in the morning, visible. 

Begins, 7h. 32m.Y Annarent CQuantity Eclipsed, 8 1-3 

Greatest Obscurity, 8h. 42m. > JJ. ^ Digits on the Sun’s south 

Ends, 10h. 10m. j * (.limb. 

III. The third will be of the MoOn, at the time of the full in October. 

IY. The fourth and last, will be of the Sun, November 8th, at about 
nine P. M, invisible. 

CHRONOLOGICAL CYCLES. 


Dominical Letter, BCIEpact, - 12 Roman Indiction, - 9 

Lunar Cycle, - - 13lSolar Cycle, - - 25 Julian Ee/iqd^a- 6549 


STRING SIGNS. 

•f Aries, 
y Taurus, 
n Gemini. 
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23 Cancer. **t 
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ZZ Aquarius. 
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The Boat Race. 
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I was orcce going down the Mississippy in a small boat, and 
no sooner had J got along to the water’s edge, and was just 
about stepping into my canoe, when a great strapping Yankee 
who was at least seven foot high, and as broad between the two 
eyes as a New-Orleans cat-fish, shoved his boat alongside of 
mine, and says he, “ 1 lay you half that’s in my pack that I’ll 
beat you half way in rowing five mile.” Says I “ Stranger, 1 
don’t know who you be, but if you beat me a rowing, I’ll give 
you leave to lick me afterwards, if you can !” He was very 
anxious for me to bet with him, and, at last, 1 hauled out a five ! 
dollar note, and hove it down—he glared at it as if he wanted 
to snatch it up right away, but I kept my foot on it; and we 
set a day for the race. So what does I do, but set a trap for a 
wild-cat, and next morning there was a big fellow in it. Well, 

I had him conveyed to the spot where we were to start from, 
and covered him over with boughs and leaves, and there he lay 
as snug as a run-away nigger in a cane-brake. Such a sight 
of people as got together to see the boat-race, you never seed 
before in youx'* life. Well, I had one end of a line made fast 
to the head of my boat, and it run along under water, and led ! 
to the place where the wild-cat was kept, and seized on to the 
end of his tail. A little nigger was there with a sharp knife. 
The Yankee ranged up his boat abreast of mine in fine style. 
He had stripped himself naked to the waist, and looked, for all 
the world, like a barked tree. He had oiled his wrists with 
skunk’s grease to make them limber for rowing, and had his 
ears glued to his head, so that they couldn’t hold any wind, as 
it blowed up stream. In a minute the word was given to start. | 
The little nigger cut loose the wild-cat, and he popped out | 
from the pen like an ingun uncovering, and he went like a streak 
o’lightn.ing down shore—my canoe went through the water arter | 
a sort that left the Yankee’out of sight, when I reached the end l 
of the race. I cut my line, and let the wild-cat go. So 11 
went back and met the Yankee half way. He rather refused p 
to pay the wager, saying that I had not dealt honorable, but fj 
when he seed me sharpening my thumb nail on a whetstone, f 
and twisting my forefinger into the right turn for playing with | 
his hair, he thought best to hand over, and own himself served jj 
up by a Kentuckian,. 


§ 


Good October a good blast, 

To blow tiie hog acorn, and mast. 


t 
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fj Adam Mfis3tsinaft 9 § Figiif with a JPanther. 

Early one morning, my neighbor Adam Huntsman, who run 
ie;in me for Congress the last election, was going through the 
woods where lie knowed there was a smart chance of bears, 
with t\ iree dogs which he knowed was a match for their weight 
in bears any day. Their names was Black Hawk, Jacksori, 
md Growler. Jackson was ahead as usual, and tother Uvo 
dogs was running along behind their master as usual. Pres¬ 
ently he heard Jackson making a tarnal strange noise. Twant 
is if he had got hold on a bear, for he made a bigger fuss than 
wer he did for any bear that evpr he seed. So Black Hawk 
ind Growler looked up and listened a minute, and then they 
were off in no time. Adam thought it was about time for him 
to be off too, as there was no knowing what tarnal critter they 
had got a scent of. Well, he went ahead as much as half a 
mile, and didn’t see nothing till he come to a bit of a clearing, 
where was a big tree with two big branches growing out of the 
trunk, and right in the crotch was the biggest painter that you 
ever seed, and the dogs was howling and barking most beauti¬ 
ful. Adam hadn’t got no kind of weppun with him only a 
pistol, so he saw he must come alongside the varmint right off. 

He goes up and gets'hold on ine ptCS* SH one 

and with the other he got a blizzard with his pistol, and hit lijm 
in the neck. That made the varmint as mad. as a skinned eel 
and he looped right down in the midst, of the dogs, Growler 
caught him by the nose, but he up with his fore paws and 
knocked him a rod, Jackson and . Black Hawk dove at his 
throat, but he grabbed Jackson by one ear and took it clear off. 
Adam never felt so in his life, for the pesky varmint rolled up his 
^}es like a duck in a thunder squall. And'W T hat was w ? orse, the 
ogs began to look astonished. Adam told them to go ahead 
once more, and he loaded his pistol again at the same time, but 
no sooner had the dogs jumped at the painter than they were J 
rolling belly up amongst the leaves, and yelling like seven torna¬ 
does. He then made a spring right at Adam, and Adam 
ooked round for a fair shake to run, when Jackson caught the 
critter by the tail. When the varmint felt him hanging to his 
tail, he darted right up a tree, and* Adam right arter him and 
caught him by the tail and give him the whole charge in his 
tarnal profile, which brought him to the ground as dead as a 
sign post. 


If the Partridge Lad but the Woodcocks thigh, 
It would be the best bird that ever did fly. 



























6 "i Corn Husking frolic in Oliio. 

I had some fine sport at a Corn Husking in Ohio a few years 
since. The fashion of a husking is this: The corn was 
heaped up into a sort of hillock close to the granary, on which * 
the young Ohionians and “ Buckeys” (the lasses of Ohio are 
all called “ Buckeys”) seated themselves in pairs; while the 
old wives, and old farmers were posted around, doing little, but 
talking much. Now the laws of corn husking are, that for each 
red ear that a youth finds he is entitled to exact a kiss from his 
partner. There were two or three young Irishmen in the 
group, and I could observe the “young rogues” kissing half a 
dozen times on the same ear. Each of them laid a red ear 
close by him, and after every two or three he’d husk up, he’d 
hold the redoubtable red one to the astonished eyes of the gig¬ 
gling lass who sate beside him, and inflicted the penalty. The 
“Gude Wives” marvelled much at the unprecedented number of 
red which that lot contained, and by and by they thought it “ a 
kind of curious” that the Irishmen should find so many of them. 

At length the cheat was discovered amidst roars of laughter. 
The old folks said the lads were wide awake—and the “ buck- 
eyes” said there was.no being up to the plaguey Irish li no how,” 
(of they would always have their own way. But the mischief 
®f it was, the “ Young Americans” took the hint, and the poor 
“ buckeyes” got nothing like fair play the whole evening. All 
agreed that there was more laughing and more kissing done at 
that than had been known at any corn husking frolic since the 

Decleration.” -- 

Crockett’s Fight with a Cat-Fish. 

There is one of my young scrapes (hat has never yet ap¬ 
peared in print, and I think 1 might as well give it to the reader 
in this place. , 

I cut out one morning to go over the Mississippi en business 
that concerns nobody but myself. I shoved off my canoe and 
had paddled into the middle of the stream, when a monstratious 
great Cat-Fish, belter known by the name of a Mississippi 
Lawyer, came swimming along close under the bows of my 
boat. I tied a rope around my middle, at one end of it was a 
fishing spear, and I soon got a chance to dart it into the varmint. 

He ran and I hauled, and it whirled my canoe round and round 
like a car-wheel on a railroad. I concluded to stand up to 
rack, and I couldn’t very well help it, seeing that one end ol ^ 
the rope was made fast to my middle. At last on account of 
his giving one end of the line a tremendous kick with his tail, 
and partly on account of the canoe slipping away from under 
me, I went souse into the water. The cat-fish at the same 







Crockett coming to the surface alter 7 
his light with the Cat-fish. 



time seized the slack of my breeches with his teeth and tore 
them clear off me. I didn’t care much for that, as it was easier 
swimming without them. So I drew out my;knife } and when 
the fish came up and made a pass at my throat with his open 
mouth, I stabbed out one of bis eyes. That made him plunge, 
but as be was going down I grabbed him by the tail, and went 
down with him till I touched bottom with one foot. All this 
time the spear remained in the plaguy varmint, and while under 
water, I come across a sawyer that was sticking up ; I took a 
turn with my line around this sawyer, and the fish was brought 
up all standing. So he come at me again, and I manoeuvred 
to get on the blind side of him—but he could see better under 
water than I could, though he had but one eye left, and he 
turned short upon me just as I was about stabbing him to the 
heart. I then clinched right round his body, and rammed one 
arm down his throat, while I tried to stab him with the other 
hand—then I tell you the fire flew. I never see a fellow kick, 
bite and scratch as he did. I had been under water a pretty 
good long while, and there was a ringing in my ears thart warned 
me to finish my job as soon as I could. “I tell you there’s no 
quarter to be given,said I to the fish, perceiving him to grow 
a little faintish. With that he fell to fighting again, and I be¬ 
lieve lie would have scratched my bones bare, if I had not got 
a chance to shove my knife to the hilt in bis belly. I then cut 
my line, and rose to the surface pretty well fagged out. Arter 
I had rested a spell, I dove down and tied a line to the fish and 
hauled up his corpse. It measured twelve feet in length. 


















§ A Party of Hunters on a Prairie dur¬ 
ing a Thunder Storm. 

In crossing a prairie of moderate extent, rendered little bet¬ 
ter than a slippery bog by the recent showers, we were over¬ 
taken by a violent thunder gust. The rain came rattling upon 
us in torrents, and spattered up like steam along the ground; 
the whole landscape was suddenly wTapped in gloom, that gave 
a vivid effect to the intense sheets of lightning, while the thunder 
seemed to burst over our heads, and was reverberated by the 
groves and forests that chequered and skirted the prairie. Man 
and beast were so pelted, drenched, and confounded that the 
line was thrown in complete confusion; some of the -horses 
were so frightened as to be almost unmanageable, and our scat¬ 
tered cavalcade looked like a tempest-tossed fleet,, driving hither 
and thither, at the mercy of wind and wave. 

At length, at half past two o’clock, we came to a halt, and, 
gathering together our forces, encamped in an open grove oj 
lofty trees, with a prairie on one side and a stream on the other. 
The forest immediately rang with the sound of the axe, and 
the crash of failing trees. Huge fires were soon blazing; 
blankets were stretched before them, by way of tents; booms 
were hastily reared of bark and skins; every Are had its group 
drawn close around it, drying and warming themselves, or pre¬ 
paring a comfortable meal. 

The showers continued from time to time until late in the) 
evening. As the night thickened, the huge fires became morej 
and more luminous, lighting up masses of the overhanging foli-j 
age, and leaving other parts of the grove in deep gloom. Thcj 
grove thus fitfully lighted up by the ruddy glare of the fires, 
resembled a vast leafy dome, walled in by opaque darkness;j 
•but every now and then two or three quivering flashes of light¬ 
ning, in quick succession, would suddenly reveal a vast cham¬ 
paign country, where fields and forests, and running streams, 
would start, as it were, into existence for a few brief seconds, 
and, before the eye could ascertain them, vanish again into 
gloom. A thunder storm, on a prairie, as upon the ocean, de¬ 
rives grandeur and sublimity from the wild and boundless waste 
over which it rages and bellows. 


A Broad Horn is a flat bottomed boat, or, mere raft, with sides and a 
. roof; but is more roomy than a keel boat, if well built and tight, a:* 
! ndeed they mostly are. An immense oar is placed on the roof on each 
side near the bow, (which has given them the name of “broad horns/ 
and another at the stern. These are used only to direct the course of 
the flat which is allowed to float with the current. When arrived at it 
jplaee of destination it is pulled to pieces and sold for lumber. | 






















1836. 


JANUARY, FIRST MONTH. [31 days. 


Walk now among the forest trees— 

Saidst. thou that they were stript and bare? 
Each heavy bough is bending down 
With* snowy leaves and flowers—the crown 
Wh ch Winter regal)) doth wear. 
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1836, FEBRUARY, SECOND MONTH. [29 days. 


The sun peeps through the window-pane, 
Which children mark with laughing eye, 
And in the wet street steal again, 

To tell each other Spring is nigh. 


ASTRONOMICAL CALCULATIONS. 


' DysJ 

0 

/ 1 

Days. 

0 

r 1 

1 Days. 1 

1 0 

t 1 

Days. 1 

1 © 

' 1 

Days. 

0 

/ 

l 

17 

17 1 

7 

15 

30 

13 

13 

34 

19 

11 

30 

/ 25 

9 

20 

2 

17 

0 

8 

15.. 

. 12 

. 14 

13 

14 

20 

1L 

9 

26 

8 

57 

3 

16 

43 

9 

14 

53 

15 

12 

54 

21 

U) 

47 

27 

8 

35 

4 

16 

25 

10 

14 

33 

16 

12 

33 

22 

10 

25 

28 

8 

12 

5 

16 

7 

11 

14 

14 

17 

12 

12 

23 

10 

4 

29 

7 

50 

'6. 

15 

49 

12 

L3 

54 

18 

11 

51 

24 | 

1 9 

42 





MOON’S PHASES. 

Full Moon, 2d day, 2h. 5m. A. 
Last Quarter, 9th day, 9h. 8m. A. 


MOON’S PHASES. 

New Moon, 16th day, 3h. 33m. A. 
First Quarter, 24th day, 7h. 2m. M. 
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[31 days. 1 * 


1836. 


MARCH, THIRD MONTH. 


The little brooks run on in light, 

As if they had a chace of mirth ; 

The skies are blue, the air is warm. 

Our very liearts have caught the charm 
That sheds a beauty over earth. 
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MOON’S PHASES. 

Full Moon, 3d day,5k. 8m. M. 

Last quarter, 10th day, 4h. 40m. M. 


MOON’S PHASES. 
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The Methodist Parson and his Pels. 

A Methodist parson was once travelling in our parts, and he 
put up at a log house in the woods, where there was a woman 
of his way of thinking. So them two fell to religionizing for 
two or three hours ; when, at last, he fetched a sigh, and said 
how he wished he was on the sea board where he could have 
a fresh mess of eels for his supper. So she says right away 
‘you can have eels ready in less time than skinning a badger, 
if you want/ and out she run to get him some for supper 
While she was out the minister heard strange noises that h 
did’nt know wiiat to make on. He thought somebody was 
playing dice, for he heard a tremendous rattling^ as if a dozei 
3n were shaking dice boxes at once. At last be got up anci 
went out to see what it meant, intending to preach them a sar 
mont against gambling, when what should he see hut his land¬ 
lady with a big knotted club in her hand ha iter fanning a dozen 
rattle snakes that were squirming and 
manner of shapes and fashins. 
at her when she dodged him, and wrung 


in ah, 
leapt! 

off another one’ 


Ond big fellow fetched a 
















Bush Eels. IS 1 ] 

neck that was about to spring on her. The minister thought 
she was in great danger, and got hold of a stick to help her. 
‘Don’t worry yourself, holy sir,’ said she, ‘you go into the house 
and write out your sarmont, and leave me to get your supper. 1 

‘Supper!’ cried he, ‘I don’t understand you ! 5 

‘Did’nt you order eels?’ said she, ‘and aint I a preparing a 
nest of the varmints, as fast as i can ?’ 

The minister flung down his club, and run right off, and 
never stopped till he got home again. He told all the brethren 
it was no use to go into Kentucky to preach, the very women 
sarved up rattle snakes for supper. 

The reason 1 dfd’nt speechify in Congress 
the last Winter. 

[ spose 1 owe some apology for not making snore stir in 
Congress Inst winter, but the fact is that I had treed a con¬ 
founded cold bv sleeping.in the same room with a damp trav¬ 
eller, while in Washington. My throat and jaws were so ex- 
flunctoficaled with the influenza that 1 even snored hoarse. I 
was also suffering from a bite that 1 received from a tame bear 
which my wife keeps in her dressing room to scratch her 
back when it itches. 


A Missourian’s opinion of his neighbor. 

Jedediah Craw fish was very fond of his neighbor’s wife, and 
went with his friend Elnathan to see her one afternoon. Jed¬ 
ediah went up stairs and left Elnathan below to watch. Pres¬ 
ently the husband came home, and greeted Elnathan cor¬ 
dially. He told him that he had long suspected Jedediah 
of? improper tenderness towards his wife, and said, ‘As you 
are his intimate friend, you may tell me whether you think 
he is guilty. 5 

4 I have known my friend Crawfish for twenty years,’ replied 
Elnathan, ‘and would not be afraid to stake my head that he 
is above doing a bad action.’ 

Escape of a Hoy. 

On one occasion, several hunters were chased bv a grizzly 
bear who was rapidly gaining upon them. A boy of the party, 
who could not run so fast as his companion, perceiving the 
bear very near him, fell with his face towards the ground. 
The bear reared up on his hind feet, stood for a mom < t t an 
then hounded over him in pursuit of the more distant f rj?iih< 

CROCKfirr ® 









14] The Early Bays, Love and Courtship of 
Ben Harding, Member of Congress from 
lientucky, as related to Col* Crockett toy 
himself. 

As the public seems to be very anxious to hear all about 
my friend Colonel Crockett, I don’t see no reason why I should 
not make some stir in the world too, as we are both members 
of Congress* I have long had an intention to write my life, 
and tell about the wild varmints that I have killed, and how 1 
'ot to be elected member of Congress, and all that. 1 
was born in Kentucky and there’s where I was reared. 1 
knowed how to handle a rifle before I was five years old, and 
gouged out four eyes before 1 was sixteen. I hit off a fellow’s 
nose on the same day that I come of age, and waded a river 
when I was twenty-five. When I was about twelve years old, 
my parents sent me to school. It was none of my seeking, 
for 1 could never see any use in laming. A man can kill an 
alligator without laming ; he can tree a bear without laming ; 
and lick his enemy without laming—so that a great deal of 
time is thrown away by going to school, when a boy might he 
employing his time to better purpose. Well, the schoolmaster 
was a young flirt that had got his eddycation in some big city, 
and then cut out to the backwoods to make his fortin by keep¬ 
ing school. He went all round to the parents of the chidren 
to ax them for their custom, and the old folks was mighty glad 
to get him, but the boys looked at him like he had been a wild 
varmint, for they knowed he would keep ’em in the house when 
they wanted to be out of doors a hunting. So me and two 
1 other boys set out to go to his school though we did’nt mean 
to take any of his lip, for ary one of us could double up two 
such fellows any minute. But we packed off to please the 

E ld folks. The school house was a little log house not more 
j ran twelve foot square, by the side of a large clearing. We 
\ ;vvent in and found about forty boys there, and ten gals. All 
l the boys had brought their rifles and butcher knives with them, 

\ so that if they got a chance to take a blizzard at any thing on 
! 'the way, they might improve the lime. We all set down on 
\ the benches, and the master began to ax us all round about our 
\ knowledge in laming, and when we telied him we did’nt know 
|■■our letters, he looked at us as spiteful as if we had been bear’s 
jjj cub’s, and said we was as ignorant as savages. We looked 
\ rather striped at this, for every one in our parts hated the sava- 
I ges as we did pison. But we did’nt make any answer, for we 
jwanted to sea how fur he would go for to provoke us. HeJ 








. A Fight with a Rantan/cerous Squatter. 

' then began to range us into classes—but in the midst of it all, 

[ one of the big boys got to carrying on most uproriously with a big 
] gal, and the master called him up, and took a ruler and told 
him to hold out his hand—so he did’ut know what the inastei 
was a going to do with his hand, and he held it out, and then 
! the master gave him a whack over the hand with his ruler 
| With that the boy tackled to him ; “root hog or die,” was the 
] word, and the master came to the floor, all the gals cleared 
? out, and away they went over the hills like a herd of young 
1 buffaloes, and the small boys followed them. 1 cut for home 
! like a cane-brake on fire—but presently the master was seen 
I coming,running like a heavy thaw, after us. He had a stick in 
l one hand, and we did’nt care to wait for him. So that was the 
: last of his school-keeping in them parts. Well, I staid about 
home after this, sometimes setting traps for wild-cats, and 
sometimes shooting bears and deer. At last the war broke out. 

! and then 1 marched under General Jackson against the English 
j at New Orleans. When we was about starting for New Or¬ 
leans, \ composed the celebrated song, well known to every 
backwoodsman, and which was wonderfully admired at the 
time, beginning with, 

■ i£ Come all you bold Kentuckians, I’d have you all to know 
That for to fight the enemy, we’re going for to go.” 

1 believe it was this song that did more than any thing else, 
towards getting me to Congress, for when it was seen that 1 
\ had talents, I grew very poplar all at once. Before 1 went 
; home from the wars, 1 met a big fellow on the Levee at New 

■ Orleans, who thought to take advantage of my youth, and 
j begun blackguarding me about my countrymen, for he did’nt 

belong to Kentucky himself, Says he, ‘You call yourselves 
half horse and half alligator, but I’ll let you know that I’m 
whole alligator with a cross of the wild-cat.’ I jumped up 
and snapped my fingers in his face, and telled him that 1 did’nt 
i care the fag end of a johnny cake for him, and i spit right in 
i his mouth. With that he came at me with his mouth wide open ; 

• he just missed ray ear, and I snapped at l;is nose and seized it 
I between ,my teeth. He roared and struggled bull held on like 
a pair of pinchers, until at last off came his nose. ‘That’s into 
you,’ says I, ‘for an alligator—you see I’m crossed with the 
snapping turtle ? 

Well, I went home once more, and found every thing pretty 
much as f left k, and fell to hunting bears right away. In one 
reason I killed twenty-five bears, besides two wild cats and a 
oossnm. I was out one day and got benighted, when 1 
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16 Ben chokes an Alligator. 

laid down to sleep by the side of a river. I laid my head on 
a great log, and closed my eyes. I had’nt leen long asleep 
before the log began to move, and I jumped on my feet, when 
what should the log be but a great crocodile. He raised his 
head and opened his pesky great mouth to bite me in two. 1 
jumped right down his throat. He whisked about and thrashed 
up the ground like an earthquake for a few minutes, but present¬ 
ly he give over completely choked to death, and I found hard 
work to get out again. 

Having come to the years of maturity, and being a stout lad 
of his age, young Harding began to look around for a wife. 
Ha\ung heard of one Betsey Buzzard, a good stout gal, not 
very high, but making up what she wanted in longness by being 
pretty thick through, and as round as an apple, he cut out for 
the house where she lived. Ben considered himself a whole 
team, and went about trapping this gal, just as he would tree a 
hear. He felt pretty queer when he had got near the house 
where she lived, and had a good mind to turn back and 
not go in, as he was afeard she would have nothing to say to 
him, but he knowed that ‘faint heart never won fair lady, and, 
so he stood still awhile to wait till his courage got up ; but he 
found the longer he stood, the more his courage went away, 
and he began to fear if he stood much longer, he should not 
dare to go at all. So, he thought he would take only one long 
step towards the house, as tiiere could’nt be any thing decisive 
in that. Then he took another step, and so on until he had 
only one step to take to the house, and now he found that that 
last step was just as much as if he had’nl taken any steps be¬ 
fore, for he was puzzled just as much how to go ahead as he 
was before he stopped at all. The way bis heart bobbed 
up and down was a caution. He daSsent so much as look over 
his shoulder, and much less look ahead ; he was stuck in the 
mud like a Mississippi sawyer, and thought he would rather 
face a whole regiment of wild cats than look Betsey in the face, 
but ’twa’nt because he did’nt love her, only ’twas a dubus thing 
to make the first attempt, and not know nothing about how he 
would be received. Just then the door opened, and Betsey 
herself come out all rigged up in her best bib and tucker, and 
Ben was dumb-foundered right away, and his heart came up 
into his throat, specially as Betsey was cross-eyed, and he 
thought she was looking right at him, whereas she was looking 
towards the hovel where the horses was kept. There she 
stood right on the door stone, and Ben felt it would be impos¬ 
sible for him to speak to her, but, pretty so on, another fellow 
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18 Ben gives Betsy's Beau a Licking . 

come out of the barn, leading along a horse towards Betsey. 
Then Ben forgot his bashfulness all at once, and his dander riz 
right up. ‘I say, stranger,’ said he f ‘do you make pui tendons 
!o this gal ?’ The fellow let go the horse and looked right at 
Ben, as if he would eat him up alive ! Ben knew what would 
come next very well, and sure enough the other fellow made a 
dive at one of his eyes, but Ben jumped up his whole length 
and lit rigit on the other feller’s head. Both of them tumb¬ 
led together against an old gate, leading into a watermillior. 
patch, and the way the vines was snarled about their legs and 
the watermillions got squshed was a caution. Sometimes he 
was uppermost and sometimes the (other ; until at last, Betsey, 
who had taken a notion to Ben, jumped astraddle of the other 
feller’s back when be was down, and began pounding him with 
a stone over the head, until he called for quarter. When he 
seed that, he give over right away, for it went so to his heart 
that his gal should turn agin him that he could’nt fight. He 
got n his feet and shook himself, and he turned all colors 
when he seed Ben go right up to Betsey and give her a smack 
on the cheek. Says Ben to himself, ‘Mister, I think you are 
most catavvampiously chawed up? The feller said not a word 
but turned his tail and went straight off, and was never heereri 
on artervvards. So, the gal then told Ben that she was just a 
going to set out with that feller for Camp Meeting, and that if 
lie liked, he might take his place on the horse. So Ben got 
right up on the horse, and took Betsey up behind him, and 
they drove off to camp meeting, at the distance of about ten 
miles. On the road they courted with all their might, till 
Ben got her to agree to have himflhough she little thought, all 
that time, that he would one day be a member of Congress. 
When they reached the camp, they found the preachers all 
very earnestly engaged, some a praying, and some a preaching 
and some a singing sams. There was one feller in perticulai 
that hollored so you could hear him as far*as a catamount, and 
( he stamped worse than a fulling mill. There was guards 
ft placed all round to prevent the gals running after the fellers. 
8 There was a great many tents where the ministers penned up 
the gals to convert them ; and some on ’em was lollerin like 
they were going mad. At last one minister come along and 
asked Ben and Betsey to be converted—so he got up on the 
trunk of a tree to preach them a sarment, when just in the 
middle of it, he slumped in, for it was a holler tree, and he 
sunk clean down out of iight, but lie was so arnest, that he 
kept on preaching in the tree, till a great bear that was inside 








Hear scrape at a Camp Meeting. Hi 

with him woke up and begun to move, when he hollered out 
that the devil was gouging him most ridiculous. Then Betse} 
'aughed right out, for she knowed it was a bear; and she 
climbed up the tree, so as to lower down a rope to him and 
help him out. Finally, somehow or somehow else, they goi 
die minister out of the holler tree, and he said he had beei, 
swallored up in a whale like Jonah. But presently the bare 
come breaching from the tree like a sreamboat. Then such a 
scratching and hollerin ns there was you never see. The} 
thought the devil had broke loose upon them sure enough. 
They upset the.tents in their hurry to cut out, and there was 
me minister that was so fat he cou!d 7 nt run very fast, and the 
bear gained upon him every step he took. When 
walked light up fo him and stuck him with a knife. Howsom* 
-ver there was no more praying or preaching that day, and a> 
Ben and Betsey had a great deni of courting to go through 
vith they cut out for home. Ben had some curious talk with 
:he gal, on the way home, but she told him he had better wait 
iii they were married, and so he did which happened the 
very next week. 


tym. 

This animal is about three feet long, and is very destructive to smallei 
mimais. Among the ancients it was harnessed to the car of Bacchus, tv 
his conquest of India. It has extreme quick sight. TJiere are sever*' 
species, the best is the Canada Lynx. From Hudson’s Bay about 10,00( 
-kins are annaally exported. It makes but little resistance when brought 
m bay by the hunter, and is easily destroyed by a blow on the back. It.- 
arge paws, slender loins, and long thick hind legs, with large buttocks, 
give it a clumsy and awkward appearance. It swims well. Its flesh i> 
-aten, and somewhat resembles rabbit. Breeds once a year—two young 
>nes at a time. 










20] Perilous Encounter with two Cata¬ 
mounts. 

A hunter, residing near the Lead Mines of the Upper Mis¬ 
sissippi, went out one morning with his dogs in pursuit of bears. 
The main body of his canine assistants soon succeeded in tree¬ 
ing a bear, and he was on the point of shooting the animal, 
when a long, dismal howl resounded through the forest, in 
which he recognized the tones of his favorite dog. Being 
anxious to know what sort of game was started by Growler, he 
left the dogs to cope with the bear, and set off towards the spot 
from which the strange alarm seemed to proceed. After hur¬ 
rying onward about two miles, his ears were saluted by the 
sound of a severe conflict. He heard the desperate cries of 
his dog who seemed to be nearly worsted, and distinguished the 
firce growling and shrill yell of a wild cat. He burst through 
a clump of thick bushes which lay between him and the scene 
of action, and there beheld his dog struggling under a victorious 
catamount, who had lorn and scratched his dog until he was 
covered with his own blood. The wild cat was scarcely 
wounded. He immediately look aim with his rifle, and lodged 
the whole charge in the side of the catamount, who sprang 
three yards into the air, and fa!!l dead upon the ground, at the 
fool of a tree. The dog jumped up, and while his master ap¬ 
proached to caress him, he looked up at the tree and fetched a 
dismal howl. The hunter turned his eyes in the same direc¬ 
tion, and saw another catamount, larger than the one he had 
killed, in the act of leaping from a branch of the tree, directly 
on his head ! He had just time to raise his long butcher-knife 
and menace the descending savage, who came down on the 
point of the knife, but without receiving material injury. His 
rifle being empty, he aimed a blow with the breech of it at the 
head of the animal, while the dog fastened on his rear. But 
the catamount sprung again at the hunter, dragging the dog 
after him. The man fell under the assailant, but he seized cne 
of the catamount’s ears with his teeth, and both rolled in the 
dust together. He wounded the wild cat several limes with 
his knife, and the blood of man and brute was mingled together 
upon the ground. At length an opportunity offered for him to 
thrust his knife into the catamount’s mouth, when he nearly cut 
off her tongue. Screaming with pain, the savage beast then 
fled and escaped. The hunter rose from the ground, nearly 
naked, and looking like a skinned eel. 

There are few families but are at one end related to the great¬ 
est princes, and at the other to the meanest peasants. 












Mg'iit with two Catamounts. 
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1830. 


APRIL, FOURTH MONTH. 


[30 (jmys. 


The primrose bud, spring’s early pledge, 
Sprouts ’neath each woodland tree, 

And riylets under every hedge 
Prepare a seat for thee. 
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aft. 36 

7 39 

11 32 

High Tides. 

17 

S TJNDAlTP 

5 22 

6 38 

0 32 

20 

8 43 

aft. 5 

begins to ap - 

18 

Monday 


5 20 

6 40 

0 46 

7 

9 47 

0 40 

6 » 7s. 

19 

Tuesday 


5 in 

6 41 

1 0 

51 

10 46 

l 14 

6 ?» 


20 

Wednesday 

5 1/ 

6 43 

1 12 

40 

11 42 

1 56 

I> Apogee. 

21 

Thursday 


5 16 

6 44 

1 25 

31 

morn. 

2 42 

i hO 

22 

Friday 


5 15:6 45 

1 37 

23 

0 32 

3 32 

pear on the 

23 

Saturday 


5 14 6 46 

l 49 

14 

1 20 

4 34 

face of the 

21 

SUNDAY 

5 12 6 48 

2 0 

4 

2 2 

5 39 

earth. 

A 

21 

* Monday 


5 11,0 49 

2 11 

52 

2 37 

6 55 

Low Tides. 

2(i 

I Tuesday 


5 10:6 50 

2 22 

39 

3 7 

8 4 

storm is 

27 

' Wednesday 

5 H 

6 52 

2 32 

27 

3 35 

8 56 

near. 


28 

1 Thursday 


5 7 

6 53 

2 41 

13 

3 55 

9 40 

Grows 

more 

2C 

) Friday 


5 6 

6 54 

2 50 

2 

4 18 

10 21 

pleasant. 


) Saturday 


5 5 

,6 55 

2 58 

54 

4 44 

10 57 























































1836. 

MAY, FIFTH MONTH. 

[31 days 


The trees still deepen in their bloom, 
Grass greens the meadow lands. 

And flowers with every morning eome. 

As dropt by fairy hands. 



ASTRONOMICAL CALCULATIONS. 



)ys: 

o t 

Days. 

O I 

Days. 

o t 

Days. 

° '1 

Days. 

O t 


1 

15 10 


7 

16 54 

13 

18 28 

19 

19 50! 

25 

21 1 


2 

15 28 


8 

17 10 

14 

18 42 

20 

20 3 

26 

21 11 


3 

!5 46 


9 

17 26 

15 

18 57 

21 

20 15 

27 

21 21 

Q 

4 

16 3 


10 

17, 42 

16 

19 10 

22 

20 27 

28 

21 31 


5 

16 21 


11 

17 58 

17 

19 24 

23 

20 39 

29 

21 40 

<3 

6 

16 37 


12 

18 13, 18 

19 37, 

24 

20 50 

30 

21 49 



MOON’S PHASES. 



DOOM’S phases. 


Full Moon, 1st day, 3h. 34m. M. 

First Quarter, 23d day 

, lh. 10m. A. 

Last Quarter, 7lh day, 6h. 5m. A. 

Full Moon, 30tV day,It h. 16 m. M. 

W Moon, loth day, 9h. 23m. M. 

t 





i 




Sun 

Sun 

Moon 

Moon 

| High j Aspects, 

. 

a 



rises t s t.s. 

fast . 

souths . 

sets. 

I water, j Weather, fyc. 





ti. m« 

h. m. 

m. s . 

h. m. 

h. m. 

h. m. 



J 

StTNDAlT 

> 3 

6 57 

3 6 

Morn. 

7 45 

11 40 

If signs 

2 

Monday 


5 2 

6 58 

3 13 

0 50 

9 9 

morn. 

D Perigee. 

3 

Tuesday 


5 1 

6 59 

3 SO 

1 49 

10 29 

0 22 

fail not 

4 

Wednesday 

5 0 

7 0 

3 26 

2 53 

11 40 

1 9 

wl shall 

5 

Tliiitsday 

4 

7 1 

3 32 

3 57 

morn. 

1 5S 

hate rain 

(> 

v rid ay 


4 

7 2 

3 37 

5 0 

0 38 

2 57 

soon. 


7 

Saturday 


4 

7 4 

3 42 

6 0 

1 22 

3 57 

7*s set 8.12* 

8 

{JUNDAY 

4 

7 5 

3 45 

6 56 

2 0 

5 29 

d m » 


9 

Monday 


4 

7 6 

3 49 

7 44 

'2 28 

6 44 

Low Tides. 

19 

Tuesday 


4 

7 7 

3 51 

8 29 

2 49 

7 50 

Algol sets. 

11 

We hi sday 

4 

7 8 

3 54 

9 13 

3 10 

8 42 



12 

Thursday 


4 

7 9 

3 55 

9 55 

3 31 

9 28 

a $ 5 

13 

Friday 


4 

7 10 

3 56 

10 36 

3 52 

10 2 

Fine 


14 

Saturday 


4 

7 11 

3 56 

11 19 

4 13 

10 34 

tvealher. 

15 

SUNDAY 

4 

7 12 

3 56 

aft. 2 

sets; 

11 7 

d 1)7*3. 

16 

Monday 


4 

7 13 

3 55 

0 50 

8 31 

11 43 

d 9 D 


17 

Tuesday 


4 < 

7 14 

3 54 

1 39 

9 39 

aft. 19 

A fine* :■ 

18 

We Inesdn 

y 

4 

7 15 

3 52 

2 29 

10 35 

0 57 

D Apogee. 

19 

Thursday 


4 

7 16 

3 49 

3 20 

11 21 

1 39 

growing sea¬ 

20 

Friday 


4 

7 17 

3 4(1 

4 10 

morn. 

2 33 

son, if not 

21 

Saturday 


4 

7 18 

3 43 

&■ o 

0 1 

3 7 

too warm 

22 

SUN 

4 

7 19 

3 39 

5 47 

0 37 

3 57 

Pentecost. 

23 

Monday 


4 

7 20 

3 34 

6 33 

1 5 

4 55 

Whit Mond. 

24 

Tuesday 


4 

7 21 

3 29 

7 18 

1 34 

6 3 

Low Tides. 

25 

W ednesday 

4 

7 22 

3 24 

8 3 

1 57 

7 10 

p 

26 

L hursday 


4 

7 22 

3 i8 

8 49 

2 19 

8 15 

and dry. 

27 

Friday 


4 

7 23 

3 11 

9 39 

2 44 

9 7 

6 ]> 

28 

Saturday 


4 

7 24 

3 4 

10 32 

2 8 

9 57 

Appearance 

29 

SCNDATi 

4 

7 25 

2 57 

11 30 

3 37 

10 41 

of a storm. 

30 

Monday 


4 

7 26 

2 49 

Morn. 

rises. 

11 28 

D Perigee. 

m 

Tuesday 


4 

7 26 

2 41 

0 32 

9 21 

morn. 

High Tides 


JOI 











































HgfA terrible fight with a T¥e*t of Eagles. 

A hunter of Tennessee, being out one day in quest of game, 
suddenly fell in with an eagle’s nest, which was built on the 
edge of a precipice, amongst rocky declivities, and which he 
instantly determined to rob. In the nest were several yonrg 
eaglets, and their dam. He crept softly to the spot, but dk 









A Terrific fight with Eagles. 85 

not reach it unperceived by the old one, who, starting on her 
legs snd darting towards him fiery glances, reached over hej 
neck, and seemed resolved to do battle for her young. He. 
however, advanced fearlessly up to the nest and laid his hand 
apon one of the eaglets. She screamed defiance, and struck 
her sharp beak against his wrist with so much violence as to 
make the blood spurt. At the same moment, he heard an an¬ 
swering scream high in the air, directly over his head, and 
looking up beheld a large eagle, which proved to be the male, 
wheeling in angry circles, and preparing to pounce down upon 
his head. He saw there was no time to lose, for he did not 
care to maintain a combat with both the eagles at once. He, 
therefore, determined to make short work with the female, and 
was about bringing his rifle to bear upon her, when she antici¬ 
pated him, by springing from her nest, and darting directly at 
his face. She caught her beak in the top of his hunting shirt, 
and with her strong pinions fell to belaboring his face and 
shoulders with so much fury that his rifle was dropped in the 
contest, ttnd it went off as it struck the ground, the whole 
charge entering the nest and wounding the young eagles, who 
thereupon set up such a scream as aggravated the mother to a 
much higher degree. Almost blinded by the wings of the 
eagle, and expecting to be attacked, in a moment, by the male, 
whose war screams sounded nearer and nearer, he saw that he 
must make one desperate effort or be vanquished. He grasped 
the neck of his antagonist, and endeavored to strangle her. 
But her struggles were so violent as to force him to the edge of 
the precipice, and her wings so darkened his vision, that he did 
not perceive his danger until he found himself reeling off the 
verge! Being determined not to yield, even in death, he held 
firmly to the neck of the gigantic bird, and it was this dogged 
resolution which saved him, for when he was fairly off the rock 
and descending to the depth below, the eagle spread her wings, 
and, by that means, let him down so gradually that he struck 
the bottom unhurt. He was glad to perceive that his rifle had 
descended before him, although, not being loaded, he knew 
it could be of no great use to him. But, by this time, the ea¬ 
gle was gasping. He dropped the struggling bird upon the 
ground, and, seizing his rifle, he dealt her such blows with the 
butt of it as soon put a period to her existence. But the dan¬ 
ger was not yet over. The male eagle, exasperated by seeing 
his mate lie bleeding upon the earth, rushed like a thunder-boll 
from the skies, and fixing his beak in the hair oT the hunter, 
tore his scalp till the blood trickled down his cheeks, and min- 
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26 A Terrific Fight with Eagles. 

gled with that of the dead eagle at his feet. It was in vain to 
try to beat off the assailant with his rifle ; for the eagle had 
closed with him, and the fight must be maintained at close 
quarters. The hunter tried to give him a bear’s hug, but the 
eagle’s beak was busy, and was darted so quickly at one of his 
eyes, that he found that would not do. He then tried to seize 
the enemy by the neck, and destroy him in the same manner 
that he bad killed the female; but he missed his neck, and got 
him by one leg. A sudden evolution of the enormous bird 
then brought the hunter to the ground, much bruised and al¬ 
most beat out with his exertions. The eagle then renewed his 
attacks with redoubled vigor, and the man, for a moment, was 
compelled to lie with his face to the earth, covered with his 
hands for fear the eagle should strike out his eyes. But the 
bird was not to be discouraged because his face was screened 
from his attacks. He commenced tearing off the hunter’s clothes, 
and soon stripped him naked—then fastening his beak and 
talons in the hunter’s flesh, he soon convinced the man that he 
must up and bestir himself, if he would preserve his skin. The 
hunter sprang on his feet, and made one desperate effort to 
clasp the eagle around the neck. He succeeded, and now a 
scene of the most animated and frightful description ensued. 
The eagle struggling to free himself from the grasp of death, 
made the most incredible exertions, whirling the man upon the 
ground—both fell and rolled together amongst the sharp stones, 
the man maintaining his hold to the last. When the eagle was 
fairly strangled, the man arose, cut, bruised and mangled, to 
carry home the trophies af his dear-bought victory. 


The Elk. 

I A herd of twenty or thirty elk were seen at no great distance from the 
party, standing in the water or lying on the sand beach. One of the 
finest bucks was singled out by a hunter, who fired upon him, whereupon 

I the whole herd plunged into the thicket, and disappeared. Relying 
upon the skill of the hunter, and confident that his shot was fatal, sever¬ 
al of the party dismounted and pursued the elk into the woods, where 
the wounded buck was soon overtaken. Finding his pursuers close 
upon him, the elk turned furiously upon the foremost, who only saved 
iimself by springing into a thicket, which was impassable to the elk, 
whose enormous antlers becoming so entangled in the vines as to be 
ijS <c jvered to their tips, he was held fast and blindfolded, and was des- 
f patched by repeated bullets and stabs. 

1 ___.___ 

I A young man%tepped into a Book-store, and said he wanted to get a 
| ‘Yoi-ho Mas’s Coarrasios.” “Well, sir,” said the bookseller 
I '!i ore’s my daughter.” 
















1836. 


JUNE, SIXTH MONTH. 


[30 days. 


The season now is all delight. 

Sweet smile the passing hours. 

And summer’s pleasures, at their height, 
Are sweet as are her flowers. 


ASTRONOMICAL CALCULATIONS. 


© 


Dys. 

o 

' | 

1 Days. 

o 

/ 

Days. 

o 

f 

Days. 

O 

t 

Days. 

l o t 

1 

22 

6 

7 

22 

48 

13 

23 

15 

19 

23 

27 

25 

23 24 

2 

22 

14 

8 

22 

53 

14 

23 

18 

20 

23 

28 

26 

23 22 

3 

22 

22 

9 

22 

58 

15 

23 

20 

21 

23 

28 

27 

23 20 

4 

22 

29 

16 

23 

3 

16 

23 

23 

22 

23 

28 

28 

23 17 

5 

22 

35 

! 11 

23 

7 

17 

23 

25 

23 

23 

27 

29 

23 14 

6 

22 

42, 

1 12 

23 

11 

18 

23 

26 

24 

23 

26 

30 

23 11 


MOON’S PHASES. 

Last Quarter, 6th day, 2h. 16m. M. 
New Moon, 14th day, Oh. 52m. M. 


MOON’S PHASES. 

First Quarter, 22d day, lh. 9ra. M. 
Full Moon, 28th day, 6h. 13m. . 


* 1 o. w. 
ft 1 

Sun 

rises , sets. 

1 Sun 

1 fast. 

Moon 

souths. 

1 Moon 1 High 
sets. | water. 

Aspects, 
Weather , <^e. 



h. m. 

h. m. 

h. 

HI, 

h. m. 

h. m. 

h. m. 


i 

Wednesday 

4 33 

7 27 

2 

32 

1 38 

10 23 

! 0 11 

Fine grow¬ 

2 

Thursday 

4 33 

7 27 

2 

23 

2 45 

11 15 

1 4 

ing weather 

3 

Friday 

4 32 

7 28 

2 

13 

3 48 

11 56 

1 51 

if not to 0 

4 

Saturday 

4 32 

7 28 

2 

3 

4 45 

Morn. 

2 44 

warm and 

5 

SUNDAY 

4 31 

7 29 

1 

53 

5 38 

0 29 

3 43 

6 ¥ > dry. 

6 

Monday 

4 31 

7 29 

1 

43 

6 26 

0 53 

4 45 

Showers in 

7 

Tuesday 

4 30 

7 30 

1 

32 

7 10 

1 15 

5 50 

Low Tides. 

8 

Wednesday 

4 30 

7 30 

1 

20 

7 51 

1 34 

6 52 

stationary 

9 

Thursday 

4 29 

7 31 

1 

9 

8 33 

1 57 

7 56 

7*s rise 3.m. 

10 

Friday 

4 29 

7 31 

0 

57 

9 15 

2 16 

8 46 

6 > many' 

11 

Saturday 

4 28 

7 32 

0 

45 

9 59 

2 40 

9 32 

6 *7* 

12 

SUNDAY 

4 28 

7 32 

0 

33 

10 44 

3 8 

10 9 

places. 

13 

Monday 

4 28 

7 32 

0 

20 

11 30 

3 41 

20 43 

9 stationary. 

14 

Tuesday 

4 27 

7 33 

0 

8 

aft. 19 

Sets. 

11 19 

& Apogee. 

15 

Wednesday 

4 27 

7 33 

slow.5 

1 10 

9 12 

11 58 

High Tides. 

16 

Thursday 

4 27 

7 33 

0 

18 

2 1 

9 56 

aft. 36 

621* 

17 

Friday 

4 27 

7 33 

0 31 

2 51 

10 34 

1 15 

Appearance 

18 

Saturday 

4 27 

7 33 

0 44 

3 39 

11 5 

l 53 

of a storm . 

19 

SUNDAY 

4 27 

7 33 

0 

57 

4 25 

11 33 

2 35 

9 grea. bril¬ 

20 

Monday 

4 27 

7 33 

1 

10 

5 10 

11 57 

3 16 

liancy. 

21 

Tuesday 

4 27 

7 33 

1 

23 

5 54 

Morn. 

4 3 © enters sp 

22 

Wednesday 

4 27 

7 33 

1 

36 

6 38 

0 19 

5 0 Fine for sev- 

23 

Thursday 

4 27 

7 33 

1 

49 

7 23 

0 41 

6 9 

Low Tivles. I 

24 

Friday 

4 27 

7 33 

2 

2 

8 12 

1 3 

7 24 

6 > h 

25 

Saturday 

4 27 

7 33 

2 

14 

9 5 

1 28 

8 32 

9 in Q j 

26 

SUNDAY 

4 27 

7 33 

2 27 

10 4 

1 58 

9 31 

Inf.*" 9 G 

27 

Monday 

4 27 

7 33 

2 39 

11 8 

2 39 

10 28 

D Perigee. 

28 

Tuesday 

4 27 

7 33 

2 51 

Morn. 

Rises. 

11‘16« 

rral days. 

29 

Wednesday 

4 2S 

7 32 

3 

4 

0 15 

8 57: 

Morn. 1 

High Tide$ 

30 

Thursday 

4 28 7 32 

3 

15 

1 22 

9 42 

0 3, 

A hair sou.l, 









































28] Zip Spooner’s encounter with a black 

Bear. 

Zip Spooner, a neighbor of mine, and an old settler in the 
Duck and Elk river country, was last winter out on a hunting 
party with his dogs. He was gone three days and met with 
capital luck; having killed four bears, nine wild turkies, and 
seven coons. He had fired away all his powder and ball, and 
was on his return home, when all at once the dogs started a 
great black bear from among a patch of high grass, who im¬ 
mediately took to a brook, which was swollen and rapid. Zip, 
although he had nothing but a hunting knife, was determined 
the varmint should not get off without a fight. So he cut an 
oak sapling which he took in one hand and his butcher knife in 
the other, and dashed after him and assailed him in the rea 
with his hunting knife. At every blow the bear turned furious¬ 
ly upon him with a terrific display of white teeth. Zip, hav¬ 
ing a foot-hold in the brook, was enabled to push him off with 
his sapling, and when he turned to swim, would flounder after 
and attempt to hamstring him. The bear, however, succeeded 
in scrambling off to a high oak, which he ascended, after hav¬ 
ing bitten one of the dogs very badly. The hunter now took 
a large stone and struck against the end of the tree as if en¬ 
gaged in cutting it down. The bear now slipped to the end oi 
the largest branch, gathered his body up, and dropped from 
this vast height to the ground, and rebounded from the ground 
several feet, and then ran off with great activity ; but Zip and 
the dogs were on his trail instantly, and treed him again, when 
the same expedient was resorted to for to make him lite; in 
this way they treed him several times, till at length he refused 
to jump off. My neighbor now climbed the tree ; the bear 
being out on one of the branches, he was enabled to get above 
him, when he commenced shaking the limbs to start the var¬ 
mint down, but instead of that, he began climbing after Zip, 
who finding no way to back out himself, prepared to meet the 
bear with his big butcher, which he let into the varmint, which 
seized him at the same time by the leg, and they both fell off 
the tree together onto a small birch which broke their fall, and 
they landed amongst some bushes on a slope which led down 
to the brook, about a quarter of a mile from where they firsl 
started him; he was still grappled by the bear, and both rolled 
together towards the pond, the dogs all the time wolving away 
on the bear, which was all the time biting on his left arm, and 
hugging him almost to suffocation. By great exertious he 
thrust his right arm partly down his throat, and in that manner 
[endeavored to strangle him, but was now hurled headlong down 
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go Zip conquers the Bear. 

through the bushes. Here, finding the bear gaining on him, 
he made one desperate effort, and drew the animal’s head 
partly under water, and repeatedly sticking him under the 
shoulder with his knife, he at last succeeded in drowning him, 
but he was so chawed up by the bear that he could hardly 
crawl home. Some of his neighbors went and found the bear 
in the brook near where the fight was, and butchered him and 
brought the meat to Zip, who was unable to hunt for some 
months. 


A Game of Cards. 

One spell, when I lived in Illinois, I heerd tell of a game of 
cards that was played after a fashion that’s worth tellin on, and 
so I’ll give it to my reader just as I heerd it, and if it aint 
true, why he got it as cheap as I did, barring havin to pay for 
the Almanac that’s got it in. You are to understand there was 
to be a great shooting match in them parts, and amongst the 
rest was a sucker come up from the south part of the State, a 
reallndian hater that had cut many a bullet in two against an 
Indian’s tomahawk; a reg’lar built red horse from Kentuck, 
and a Buckeye that shot out the tongue of a crow that was 
disturbing divine service on a Sunday, at the distance of 100 
yards on the wing. Well, these three all set out together to go 
to the shooting match. Well, on the way, they got into a dis¬ 
pute about who could shoot the best, and finally they agreed 
to try their hand at a small sapling, distant about twelve rods. 
Well, the sucker fired first by right, as he was in bis native 
State. He missed the tree, owing to his ball hitting a mus- 
quitoes leg in its progress, which made it glance a fraction. 
Kentuck next took airn. He did’nt hit the tree, but lamed a 
caterpillar that was crawling on the bark. Buckeye then 
poised his rifle, but took no aim, he let her off as slap ; his ball 
struck the sapling right in the middle, so pat that the tree 
screamed right out! Buckeye then crowed and jumped up as 
high as his head, and offered to bet a barrel of whiskey he’d 
hit the sapling nine times eut of ten. So they kept up firing r 
till all their powder was gone, and so they concluded it was no 
use to go to the shooting match, and they set down and begun to 
play cards on the stump of a tree, but before they had finished 
the game, night came on, and they being in want of light, set 
fire to the surrounding trees and lit up the forests in place 
of candles. Men of such exalted views would surely comb 
their head with nothing less than a hickory scrag, and drink 
out of nothing less than a river. 





1836. J JULY, SEVENTH MONTH. [31 days. 

While waking birds betake to flight 
From off each roosting bough. 

While nature's locks are wet with night, 

How sweet to wander now ! 


ASTRONOMICAL CALCULATIONS. 



Dys. 

0 1 

Days. 

0 


Days. 

i ° t 

Days. 

O / 

Days. 

o / 

mg 

1 

23 7 


7 

22 

£ 

13 

21 49 

' 19 

20 40 

25 

19 37 

% 
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23 3 


8 

22 

£ 

14 

21 40 

i 20 

20 38 

26 

19 24 


3 

22 58 


9 

22 

21 

15 

21 31 

21 

20 27 

27 

19 11 

q 

4 

22 63 


10 

22 

H 

16 

21 21 

I 22 

20 15 

28 

18 57 

«0 

5 

22 47 


11 

22 

( 

17 

21 11 

23 

20 3 

29 

18 43 

© 

6 

22 41 


12 

21 


18 

21 0 

> 24 

19 50 

30 

18 28 



MOON’S PHASES. 



MOON’S PHASES. 


Last Quarter, 5th day, Oh. 51m. A. 1 

rirst Quarter, 21st day, 10H. 21 

m. M. 

New Moon, 13th day, 4h. 4m. 

A. 1 

Tull Moon, 28th day, Oh. 2m. M. 

g 




Sun 


Sun 

Moon 

| Moon 

High 

Aspects, 

Q 

D 

w. 


rises 

sets. 

slow. 

souths . 

1 sets. ■ 

water. 

Weather , fyc. 





h. m. 

h. 

m. 

m. i. 

h. HI. 

h. m. 

b. ib. 



1 

Friday 


4 28 

7 

32 

3 26 

2 23 

10 91 

0 48 

Warm . 


2 

Saturday 


4 28 

7 

32 

3 38 

3 22 

10 49 

1 32 

> Apogee. 

3 

SUNDAY 

4 29 

7 

31 

3 49 

4 14 

11 13 

2 18 

Fine. 

4 

Monday 


4 29 

7 

31 

4 0 

5 1 

11 36 

3 3 

Low Tides. 

5 

Tuesday 


4 30 

7 

30 

4 11 

5 46 

11 56 

3 56 

Sultiy. 


6 

Wednesday 

4 30 

7 

30 

4 21 

6 28 

morn. 

4 49 

Rain with 

7 

Thursday 


4 31 

7 

29 

4 31 

7 11 

1 18 

5 52 

thunder , and 

8 

Friday 


4 31 

7 

29 

4 40 

7 53 

0 40 

6 58 

(5 1> 7*s. 

9 

Saturday 


4 32 

7 

28 

4 49 

#8 37 

0 6 

8 0 

perhaps 

10 

SUNDAY 

4 32 

7 

28 

4 58 

9 24 

1 38 

8 56 

e* » 


11 

Monday 


4 33 

7 

27 

5 6 

[10 12 

2 14 

9 44 

> Apogee. 

12 
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4 34 

7 

26 

5 1411 3 

2 58 

10 25 

6 ? » 


13 
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4 34 

7 

26 
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sets. 

11 0 



14 

Thursday 


4 35 

7 

25 

5 29 

aft. 43 

8 31 

11 39 

d ? D Rath¬ 

15 

Friday 


4 36 

7 

24 

5 35 

1 31 

9 4 

aft. 13 

er high tides 

16 

Saturday 


4 37 

7 

23 

5 41 

2 18 

9 32 

0 48 

destructive 

17 

SUNDAY 

4 37 

7 

23 

5 46 

3 3 

9 55 

1 24 

lightning. 

IS 

Monday 


4 38 

7 

22 

5 51 

3 47 

10 17 

1 58 

$gr. elong. 

19 

Tuesday 


4 39 

7 

21 

5 56 

4 30 

10 39 

2 38 

PllO- 

20 

Wednesday 

4 40 

7 

20 

6 0 

5 14 

11 0 

3 17 

Fine weather 

21 

Thursday 


4 41 

7 

19 

6 3 

6 0 

11 23 

4 8 

□ 120 > 

22 

Friday 


4 41 

7 

19 

6 5 

6 54 

11 50 

5 17 

Low Tides. 

23 

Saturday 


4 42 

7 

18 

6 7 

7 45 

morn. 

6 48 

for securing 

24 

SUNDAY 

4 43 

7 

17 

6 9 

8 45 

0 25 

8 10 

grain. 


25 

Monday 


4 44 

7 

16 

6 10 

9 50 

1 17 

9 16 

Inf. d ¥ © 

26 

Tuesday 


4 45 

7 

15 

6 10 

10 56 

2 15 

10 13 

D Perigee. 

27 

Wednesday 

4 46 

7 

14 

6 9 

morn. 

3 19 

11 6 

Frequent 

28 

Thursday 


4 47 

7 

13 

6 9 

0 1 

rises. 

11 51 

9 in & 

29 

Friday 


4 48 

7 

12 

6 7 

1 3 

8 45 

morn. 

High Tide*. 

30 

Saturday 


4 49 

7 

11 

6 5 

1 59 

9 12 

0 13 

? Apogee. 

31 

Sunday 


4 50 

7 

10 

6 2 

2 50 

9 34 

1 10 

showers . 






































1836. 

AUGUST, EIGHTH MONTH. 

[31 days. 


When noon is in tbs flaming sky, 

Seek me some shadowy, silent wood; 
Recline upon a mossy knoll. 

Cast care aside, and yield the soul 

To that luxurious quietude. 



ASTRONOMICAL CALCULATIONS. 


Dys* 

o 

t 

Days. 

o 

t 

Days. 

o 

/ 

Days. 

o 

i 

Days. 

o 

t 
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17 

59 

7 

16 

22 

13 

14 
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19 

12 

42 

25 

10 
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17 
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8 

16 

5 

14 

14 

18 

20 

12 
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26 

10 

20 

3 

17 

28 

9 

15 

48 

15 

13 

59 

21 

12 

3 

27 

9 

59 

4 

17 

12 

10 

15 

31 

16 

13 

40 

22 

11 

42 

28 

9 

38 

5 

16 

56 

11 

15 

13 

17 

13 

21 

23 

11 

22 

29 

9 

17 

6 

16 

39 

12 

14 

55 

18 

13 

2 

24 

11 

2 

30 

8 

55 


MOON’S PHASES. 

Last Quarter, 4th day, 2h. 27m. M. 
New Moon, 12th day, 6h. 28m. M. 


MOON’S PHASES. 

First Quarter, 19th day,5h. 31m. A. 
Full Moon, 26th day, 8h. 55in. M. 


35 

D. W. 

Sun | Sun 

rises , sets. ' slow. 

1 Moon 

I souths. 

1 Moon 

| sets . 

| High 

j water. 

1 Aspects, 

j Weather , 4'C. 

1 

Monday 

b. m. 

4 50 

m 

7 10 

m. s. 

5 59 

h .m. 

3 37 

h. m. 

9 55 

\ h. m. 

1 47 

d ? $> Hoi 

2 

Tuesday 

4 52 

7 8 

5 55 

4 19 

10 17 

2 27 

$ Perigee. 

3 

Wednesday 

4 5a 

7 7 

5 50 

5 3 

10 37 

3 8 

and 

4 

Thursday 

4 54 

7 6 

5 45 

5 47 

11 4 

3 59 

sultry . 

5 

Friday 

4 55 

7 5 

5 39 

6 32 

11 36 

4 52 

6 D 7*s. 

6 

Saturday 

4 56 

7 4 

5 33 

7 19 

Morn. 

6 5 

<?■« 8 

?■ 

SUNDAY 

4 57 

7 3 

5 26 

8 7 

0 11 

7 19 

d<? » 

8 

Monday 

4 58 

7 2 

5 19 

8 57 

0 53 

8 28 

D Apogee. 

9 

Tuesday 

4 59 

7 1 

5*11 

9 48 

1 43 

9 21 

Appearance 

10 

Wednesday 

5 1 

6 52 

5 2 

10 39 

2 40 

10 5 

O V D 

11 

Thursday 

5 2 

6 58 

4 53 

11 29 

3 42 

10 42 

of rain . 

12 

Friday 

5 3 

6 57 

4 43 

aft. 17 

Sets. 

1 is 

6 5 D 

13 

Saturday 

5 4 

6 56 

4 33 

1 3 

8 2 

11 53 

High Tides. 

14 

SUNDAY 

5 5 

6 55 

4 23 

1 47 

8 27 

aft. 24 

Fine for 

15 

Monday 

5 6 

6 54 

4 11 

2 32 

8 47 

0 58 

some days . 

16 

Tuesday 

5 8 

6 52 

4 0 

3 15 

9 5 

1 30 

? stationary. 

17 

Wednesday 

5 9 

6 51 

3 47 

4 1 

9 30 

2 6 

<*S » 

18 

Thursday 

5 10 

6 50 

3 34 

4 48 

9 57 

2 48 

19 

Friday 

5 116 49 

3 21 

5 41 

10 28 

3 44 


20 

Saturday 

5 13 6 47 

3 7 

6 37 

11 9 

4 59 

Low Tides. 

21 

SUNDAY 

5 14i6 46 

2 52 

7 39 

11 59 

6 34 


22 

Monday 

5 15 6 45 

2 37 

8 42 

Morn. 

8 4 


23 

Tuesday 

5 17 

6 43 

2 22 

9 47 

1 2 

9 14 


24 

Wednesday 

5 18 

6 42 

2 6 

10 49 

2 18 

10 10 

Perigee 

25 

Thursday 

5 20 

6 40 

1 50 

11 47 

3 38 

10 55 


26 

Friday 

5 21 

6 39 

1 33 

Morn 

Rises. 

11 34 

dif) 

27 

Satu rday. 

5 22 

6 38 

1 16 

0 40 

7 38 

morn. 

High Tides. 

28 

SUNDAY 

5 23 

6 37 

0 59 

1 29 

8 0 

0 1I ( 


29 

Monday 

5 25 

6 35 

0 41 

2 16 

8 24 

0 45 


30 

Ttieaday 

5 26 

6 34 

0 23 

3 1 

8 48 

1 19 

?grea. bril¬ 

! 31 

Wednesday 

5 27 

6 33 

0 5 

3 48 

9 11 

1 54 

liancy. 







































Colonel Coon’s Wile Judy. 33 





Judy Coon stomping a Nest of Wild Kittens 
to death. 


It’s most likely my readers has all heered of Colonel Coon’s 
wife Judy. She wore a bearskin petticoat, an alligttor’s hide 
for an overcoat, an eagle’s nest for a hat, with a wild-cat’s tail 
for a feather. When she was fourteen years old, she wrung 
off a snapping turtle’s neck and made a comb of its shell, 
which she wears to this day. When she was sixteen years old, 
she run down a four year old colt, and chased a bear three mile 











31 Ben Coon’s Courtship. 

through the snow, because she wanted his hair to make a tooth 
brush. She out-sGreamed a catamount, on a wager, when she 
was just come of age; and sucked forty rattlesnake’s eggs^to 


gwe her a sweet breath, the night she was married. It was not 


at all likely that Judy would throw herself away on any young 
feller that was a mind to set up a claim to her, and so # many of 


’em found they were barking up the wrong tree and getting 


their fingers pricked with a chesnut burr. At last, one Ten¬ 
nessee roarer, that never backed out for any thing short of a 
mammouth, heard of Judy’s accomplishments, and ’tarmined to 
try his flint agin her steel. So he got into a jumper on a cold 
winter night, and drove through the woods towards her father’s 
house. He begun to scream before lie got within sight of the 
log hut where Judy lived, and his voice was heard five mile off. 
Judy’s heart begun to beat when she heard him, for she knew 
whoever he was, he was a whole steamboat. When he got to 
the house, he give one leap from his jumper, dashed down 
the door, and bounced into the middle of the room. “Tom 
Coon, by Jingo !” cried every one in the house—for he was do 
stranger by fame, though they had never seen him before. Judy 
right away set down in a corner of the room to try his spunk, 
and said not a word, good or bad. He pulled half a dozen 
eyes out of his pocket, and flinging ’em down on the floor, 
swore with a round oath lie’dUplace any man’s eyes by the side 
of them that dared to say a word agin Judy! Judy than] 
jumped up like a frog and said, “Torn Coon, I’m yours for 
life—I know what you’ve come for, and I’ll be your wedded 
wife without any more fustification about it.” So Tom got Judy 
and all her plunder.. Tom took her into Tennessee with hami 
right away, and begun to make a little clearing in the midst of 
the wood, when Judy soon gave him a speeiment of her talents. 
For, being out one evening to a tea-squall, about ten mile off, 
in coming home through the wood, she found a nest of young 
wild-cats in the stump of a tree. She said nothing about 
when she went home^ but let her toe-nails grow till they were 
an inch long, when she started all alone, one morning, and went 
to the nest, and, jumping in upon the young wild-cats, stamped 
them to death with- her feet. It was quite a tough job, an ' 
they bit her legs most ridiculously; but she stood up to t* 
scratch, though they scratched her backsides so tarnaciously 
they’ve never itched since. 


Milton married a shrew. In his hearing*, one day, the Duke of Buck- j 
ingham, called the lady a Rosa. “I am no judge of flowers,” said Mi) 
ton, “but it may he so, for 1 feel the thorns daily.” 














836. 


SEPTEMBER, NINTH MONTH. [30 days. 


The maid afield now leaves the farm, 
With dinner basket on her arm. 
Loitering* unseen in narrow lane, 

To be o’ertook by following swain. 


ASTRONOMICAL CALCULATIONS. 
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5 
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3 
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59 
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g 
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7 

28 
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5 

13 
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2 
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36 

27 
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7 

6 

10 

4 

51 

16 

2 

32 
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N. 

12 

28 
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5 

6 

43 

11 

4 

28 

17 

2 

9 
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11 
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3 

6 

0 
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12 

4 

5 

18 

1 
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MOON'S PHASES. 

Last Quarter, 2d day, 6h. 4m. A. 
New Moon, 10th day, 7h. 59m. A. 


MOON'S PHASES. 

First Quarter, 17th day, llh. 35m. A 
Full Moon, 24th day, 6h. 4ra. A. 
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0 
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0 

52 
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Monday 
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31 
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morn. 
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Tuesday 

5 

36 

6 
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1 

51 
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(5D jr 

7 
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37 
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5 
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6 

21 

2 

31 
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5 

40 

6 

20 

2 

52 
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or pleasure . 
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5 

41 

6 
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3 
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SUNDAY 

5 

43 

6 

17 
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3 
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High Tides 
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46 
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56 
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5 

53 
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7 

6 
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5 4 

a?# 

19 
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r>* 

6 

6 

6 

21 
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morn. 
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Low Tides. 

20 
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5 

56 

6 

4 

6 

42 
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D Perigee. 

21 
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5 

57 

6 

3 
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3 
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59 

6 
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7 
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23 
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6 

0 

6 

0 

7 
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7*s rise 8 . 6 . 
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6 
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5 
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8 

5 
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5 

57 

8 

26 

0 15 
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20 
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5 

56 
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morn. 

High Tides. 
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6 

5 

5 

55 

9 
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0 23 
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6 

7 

5 

53 

9 

26 
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0 58 
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9 
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St. Michael. 

30 

Friday 

6 

10 
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Mobbing a Crow’s West. S 

A man residing on Skillet Fork of Red River, was out one 
day on a coon hunt, and espying a crows nest on a tall tree, he 
resolved to suck the eggs. He immediately clomb up the tree, 
and climbed out on the branch to the nest. He look up the 
eggs, and began sucking them with great deliberation, and with 
an infinite degree of relish. The old crows attacked him in 
front and rear, so that he was sometimes obliged to desist from 
his operations to give battle to the defenders of their homestead. 
After he had sucked about half the eggs in the nest, he heard 
a rustling near him, and looking up beheld a large wild cal 
bending from the top of a neighboring branch, reaching out her 
head and opening her wide mouth, while her eyes glared like 
two balls of fire. Being unarmed he saw no prospect nf being 
able to maintain resistance, and there was no time to loose in 
planning the means of escape. Luckily there i* as a deep 
creek under the branch which he was on, and the only way oi 
escape he could discern was plunging into it. And just as the 
wild cat sprang towards him, he dited from the tree, and the 
ravenous beast was, in an instant at his heels- He felt hei 
sharp teeth rubbing the side of his leg as they descended to¬ 
gether into the water, and a cold chill crept through his veins 
and penetrated his heart. He swam under water as long as 
he could hold his breath. Upon coming to the surface he sav\ 
the varmint a few yards from him, tearing his hat to pieces, but. 
upon seeing him it abandoned the hat and swam towards him. 
He immediately dove down and grasped hold of the long weeds 
at the bottom, which he retained hold of until nearly suffocated. 
The cat still keeping over him, he now made a desperate effort 
and caught l)old of her tail and pulled her under, the varmint 
all the time paddling with her forepavvs to get to the surface. 
In this way he held her until she appeared to loose strength, 
when he lei goof its tqil, came to top of water, recovered breath, 
and swam to the shore. On looking round he saw the cat 
just recovering and swimming towards him, he clomb up the 
bank and cut out for home at the top of his Speed, leaving the 
;rows in possession of their nest. 



Of all insects the Hornet is the most beau¬ 
tiful in my eye. There is no tickle -to his 
sting, like the mosquito and flea. He touches 
your feelings at once. The hornet when hun¬ 
gry will attack small birds, as three can kill a 
robin, and one has been known to master a 
sparrow. 


THE HORNET. 


CEOCKETT4 
















1836. 


OCTOBER, TENTH 

MONTH. 

-1 

[61 days. 




Arise, thou child of nature, rise ! 








Arouse thy slumbering 1 spirit now 

; 






The Autumn sheaves are on the hill, 







And solemn are the woods and still. 








With clustering fruits on every bough. 

* 





ASTRONOMICAL CALCULATIONS. 
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MOON’S PHASES. 



MOON’S PHASES. 


Last Quarter, 2d day lh. 58m. 

A. 

First Quarter, 17th d. 5h. 41 m M. 

New Moon, 10th day 8h. 44m. M. 

Full Moon, 24th day, 8h. 19 m. M. 
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6 14 5 46 

10 43 

5 48 

10 35 

4 4 

D Apogee. 

A 

Monday 


6 15 

5 45 

11 2 

6 40 

11 33 

5 7 

c5D<? 


A 

Tuesday 


6 17 

5 43 

11 20 

7 31 

Morn. 

6 24 

Evenings 


Wednesday 

6 18 

5 42 

11 38 

8 20 

0 35 

7 38 

?gr. elong. 


Thursday 


6 19 

5 41 

11 55 

9 8 

1 40 

8 38 

d]> ? 


1 4 

: O 

Friday 


6 21 

5 39 

12 12 

9 54 

2 46 

9 26 

and morn - 

o 

i q 

Saturday 


6 22 

5 38 

12 29 

10 33 

3 55 

10 3 

d 9 


XJ 

1 it 

SUNDAY 

6 24 

5 36 

12 45 

11 23 

5 3 

10 37 

ings • 

become 

lU 

i l 

Monday 


6 25 

5 35 

13 0 

aft. 11 

9*tS. 

11 13 

5 stationary. 

i L 

i ^ 

Tuesdays 


6 26 

5 34 

13 16 

0 57 

6 19 

11 45 

6 D h $ 

i & 

Wednesday 

6 28 

5 32 

13 31 

1 48 

6 51 

aft. 23 

Very High 

11> 

IA 

Thursday 


6 29 

5 31 

13 45 

2 44 

7 28 

1 4 

Tides. 


Friday 


6 30 5 30 

13 58 

3 43 

8 5 

1 48 

D Perigee. 

15 

Saturday 


6 32 5 28 

14 11 

4 44 

9 0 

2 43 

cooler and 

16 

SUNDAY 

[6 33 5 27 

14 24 

5 47 

10 7 

3 54 


17 

Monday 


6 35 5 25 

14 36 

6 49 

11 21 

5 16 

remind us 

18 

Tuesday 


6 365 24 

14 47 

7 47 

Mo rn 

6 50 

Low Tides. 
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A Bee limit, with the manner of finding the 
Hives of Wild Honey In the Back Woods. 

At present the honey bee swarms in myriads, in the noble 
proves and forests that skirt and intersect the prairies, and ex¬ 
tend along the alluvial bottoms of the rivers. It seems to me 
as if these beautiful regions answer literally to the description 
of the land of promise, u a land flowing with milk and honey,” 
for the rich pasturage of the prairies is calculated to sustain 
herds of cattle as countless as the sands upon the sea shore, 
while the flowers with which they are enamelled render them a 
very paradise for the nectar-seeking bee. 

We had not been long in the camp when a party set out in 
quest of a bee tree ; and being curious to witness the sport, 1 
gladly accepted an invitation to accompany them- The party 
was headed by a veteran bee hunter, a tall lank fellow in home- 
spun garb that hung loosely about his limbs, and a straw hat 
shaped not unlike a bee-hive; a comrade, equally uncouth in 
garb, and without a hat, straddled along at his heels, with a long 
rifle on his shoulder. To these succeeded half a dozen others, 
some with axes and some with rifles, for no one stirs far from 
the camp without his fire-arms, so as to be ready either for the 
.wild deer or wild Indian. After proceeding some distance, we 
came to an open glade on the skirts of the forest. Here our 
leader halted, and then advanced quietly to a low bush, on the 
top of which I perceived a piece of honey comb. This 
found was the bait or lure for the wild bees. Several were 
humming about it, and diving into its cells- When they had 
laden themselves with the honey they would rise into the air, 
and dart off in a straight line almost with the velocity of bullets. 
The hunters watched attentively the course they took, and then 
set off in the same direction, stumbling along over twisted roon 
and fallen trees, with their eyes turned up to the sky. In this 
way they traced the honey-laden bees to their hive, in the hol¬ 
low trunk of a blasted oak, where, after buzzing about for 
moment, they entered a hole about sixty feet from the ground. 

Two of the bee hunters now applied their axes vigorously ai 
the foot of the tree, to level it with the ground. The mere 
spectators and amateurs, in the mean time, drew off to a cau¬ 
tious distance, to be out of the way of the falling of the tree 
and the vengeance of its inmates. The jarring blows of the 
axe seemed to have no effect in alarming or disturbing this most 
industrious community. They continued to ply at their usual 
occupations, some arriving full freighted into port, others sally¬ 
ing forth on new expeditions, like so many merchantmen in 
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1 money-making metropolis, Jittle suspicious of impending bank¬ 
ruptcy and downfall. Even a loud crack which announced the 
disrupture of the trunk, failed to divert their attention from the 
intense pursuit of gain; at length, down came the tree with a 
| tremendous crash, bursting open from end to end, and display- 
I ing all the hoarded treasures of the commonwealth. 

J One of the hunters immediately ran up with a wisp of 
1 lighted hay as a defence against the bees. Every one of the 
I party now fell to, with spoon and hunting-knife, to scoop out the 
| Hakes of honey comb with which the hollow trunk was stored. 
I Some of them were of old date and a deep brown color, others 
I were beautifully white, and the honey in their cells was almost 
I limpid. Such of the combs as were entire were placed in camp 

I 1 kettles to be conveyed to the encampment; those which had 
been shivered in the fall were devoured upon the spot. Every 
'Jtark bee hunter was to be seen with a rich morsel in his hand, 
dripping about his fingers, and disappearing as rapidly as a 
cream tart before the holiday appetite of a school-boy. We 
i now abandoned the place, leaving much honey in the hollow of 
S the tree. “ It will ail be cleared off by varmint,” said one of 
1 the rangers. “ What vermin ?” asked I. “ Oh bears, and 
1 skunks, and raccoons, and ’possums. The bears is the know- 
I ingest varmint for finding out a bee tree in the world. They’ll 
1 gnaw for days together at the trunk till they make a hole big 
jj enough to get in their paws, and the» they’ll haul out honey, 

1 bees and all.” 



The Pine Marten. 


The pine forests of the northern parts of this continent are inhabited by vast 
numbers of these martens, and the common name by which the species is known 
is derived from the preference they show for the pines in whose lofty tops they 
reside. Its fur is highly esteemed whenever obtained. The pine marten is of 
a brilliant fulrnus brown color over the whole of the body, with the exception ol 
the breast, which is of a yellow or orange hue, varying in depth in different in¬ 
dividuals. The genercl color of the fur is owoig to the intermixture of two kind- 
of hair, one of which is longer and coarser, of an ash color near the body, then of 
a clear fa wn color, and ending at the tip with a brown mixed w : th bright red. 









The Deer. 

The c * ' mon deer is fattest and in best condition in the months of Oc¬ 
tober and November, when the rutting season commences, and continues 
about a month. At this time they fight with their fore feet as well as 
their horns, and inflict severe wounds by leaping forward and striking 
with the edges of their hoofs held together. If a hunter falls on the 
ground in attempting to close in and dispatch a wounded deer with his 
knife, he is in great danger of being killed by such blows as we have 
described. The deer is said by the hunters to evince a very strong de¬ 
gree of animosity towards serpents, and especially to the rattlesnake, of 
which it has an instinctive horror. In order to destroy one of these 
creatures, the deer makes a bound into the air, and alights upon the 
snake with all four feet brought together in a square ; and these violent 
blows, rapidly repeated* destroy the reptile. The males in assaulting 
each other furiously, their horns come in contact, and, being elastic, they 
yield mutually to the shock ; so that the horns of one animal pass within 
those of the other, and thus secure them front to front in such a manner 
that neither can escape ; and they torment themselves in useless strug¬ 
gles, until worn down by hunger, they perish, or become the prey of 
wolves or other animals. Heads of deer, which have thus perished, are 
frequently found, and there is the following account given by Major 
Long. As the party were descending a ridge, their attention was called 
to an unusual noise, proceeding from a copse of low bushes, a few rods 
from the path. On arriving at the spot, they found two buck deer, their 
horns fast interlocked with each other, and both spent with fatigue ; one 
in particular being so much exhausted as to be unable to stand- Per¬ 
ceiving that it would be impossible that they should extricate themselves, 
and must linger in their present situations, or die of hunger, or be de¬ 
stroyed by the wolves, they dispatched them with their^knives, after 
haring made an unavailing attempt to disentangle them. Beyond doubt 
many of these animals must yearly thus perish. 
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There’s not a flower upon the hill. 







There’s not a leaf upon the tree ; 







The 

summer-bird hath left its bough. 







Bright child of sunshine, i 

singing 

now 







In spicy lands beyond the sea. 
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A Bove Adventure and uproarious light 
with a Stage Briver. 

In the spring of ’34 when I was going home from Congress 
l came the nearest being chawed up, that ever I did. After 
staying all night at Memphis, where I slept so sound , (i. e. 
made such a noise a snoring that the neighbors could’nt sleep 
for some distance from the hotel.) From fatigue I was so 
drowsy they were obliged to open my eyes with a pickaxe. 
Well.arter breakfast I started in the stage alone with the driver. 
At the distance of two or three- miles from the house, at a 
point where the road was covered with slumps of trees, he 
drew up, and tying the reins up at the front window, he said to 
me, ‘look to the reins till J come back.’ He was obliged to 
go a little way to give out some sowing he said. Before 1 
could say a word he was out of sight behind the trees. He 
kept me holding on to the reins for nearly half an hour, when 1 
began to smell a rat, and was just on the point of getting out 
to go arter him, when he made his appearance from behind 
the trees. After he got on his box, I began to blow him up 
for staying so lqpg. Says he ‘the fact is I have a girl a little 
ways off; I always stop when I pass and make some of the 
passengers hold the horses. 1 have built a house and got a 
negro wench to wait on her. 5 Thinks 1 what would the Pos : t 
Master General say if he knowed that the great Southern Mail 
was stopped half an hour every day or two to let a stage driver 
see his doxy. But says I to myself, Crockett keep dark and 
squat low. So on our arrival at the next hotel, instead of 
going on with him, I pretended I should stop till arternoon and 
and take the stage to Natches and go down the Mississippi. 
But no sooner had the driver started than I cut out for the gal’s 
house in the woods. 1 quickly got into her good graces, as 
she was ‘nothing loth,’ as the poets say. I kept her company 
for two days, when as we were up in the loft of the house 
which had a ladder and trap door to get to it, all at once, 
whose voice should I hear but the stage driver’s below, inquir¬ 
ing for his doxy. Zounds ! here was a pretty predikyment. 
L must either play possum by jumping out of the window and 
running off, or jump down and fight. I found 1 must do the 
latter, as the window was so small I could’nt get out of it. 
As quick as the critter saw me, he flew into such a rage that 
he crooked up his neck and neighed like a stud horse, and 
dared me down. Says I, stranger ! I’m the boy that can double 
up a dozen of you. I’m a whole team just from the roaring 
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river.—I’ve rode through a crab apple orchard on a streak of 
lightning. I’ve squatted lower than a toad; and jumped high¬ 
er than a maple tree; I’m all brimstone but my head, and that’s 
aquafortis. At this he fell a cursing and stamping, and vowed 
he’d make a gridiron of my ribs to roast my heart on. I 
kicked the trap door aside, and got sight at the varmint; he 
was madder than a buffalo, and swore he’d set the house on 
fire. Says I take care how I lite on you ; upon that I jumped 
right down upon the driver, and he tore my trowsers right off 
of me. I got hold of his whiskers and gave them such a 
twitch that his eyes stuck out like a lobster’s. He fetched me 
a kick in the bowels that knocked all compassion out of them. 

I was driv almost distracted, and should have been used up, 
but luckily there was a poker in the fire which I thrust down 
his throat, and by that means mastered him. Says he, stran¬ 
ger you are the yellow flower of the forest. If ever you are 
up for Congress again, I’ll come all the way to Du'ek river to 
vote for you. Upon this I bade them good morning, and pro¬ 
ceeded on my journey. This adventure I never told to Mrs. 

Crockett. - 

A Thief of an Alligator. 

About as outrageous a thing as ever happened to me or mine 
in all the western country, was done by a tarnal alligator on a 
Sunday morning. My wife was getting ready to go to a meet¬ 
ing, that was to be held about fifteen miles from our clearing by 
old Lorenz® Dowe. So says she, u I’ll just go and wash out 
rny best bear skin petticoat, and I’ll be ready to cut out for to 
hear the sarmont.” Well my wife had just got the garment 
washed out, and had hung it on some bushes to dry, when a 
monstratious great he-alligator having scented it, came on a 
ranting gallop out of the water, seized it, and made off with it. 
As several of my dogs were near, my wife set them on him, 
and catching up a big club, cut out after him. The dogs by 
biting hold of his hind legs soon brought him to bay. 1 had 
just started on a coon hunt, but hearing the music of the dogs 
and wife, I started down the hill to where they were, and saw 
the tussle. I got a blizzard at the deuced varmint, but the ball 
flew of his cursed hide as if I had shot at a rock. So I run 
down and jumped on to the varmints back near his head, so as 
to be beyond the reach of his tail, and stuck my knife into his 
eye, he thrashed about his agony most ridiculous. At length 
we mastered the critter, ar.d I was enabled to cut his throat. 
He had swallowed the petticoat, and such is the roughness of 
these critters palates, that when I got it out of him the hair was 
all off of it. 









Two hunters, accompanied by two 
dog®, went out in quest of game near 
the Katskill mountains. At the foot 
of a large hill, they agreed to go round 
it in opposite directions, and when 
either discharged his rifle the other 
was to hasten towards him to aid in. 
securing the game. Soon after part¬ 
ing, the report of a rifle was heard by 
one of them, who, hastening towards 
the spot, after some search, found 
nothing but the dog dreadlully lacera 
ted and dead. He now became much 
alarmed for the fate of his companion, 
and while anxiously looking around, 
was horror struck by the harsh growl 
of a cougar, which he perceived on a 
large limb of a tree, crouching upor 
the body of his friend and apparently 
meditating an attack on himself. In 
stantly he levelled his rifle at the 
beast, which was so fortunate as to 
wound it mortally, when it fell to the 
ground along with the body of hi 
slaughtered companion. His dog then 
rushed upon the wounded cougar, 
which, with one blow of its paw laid 
the poor animal dead by its side. The 
surviving hunter now left the spot, 
and quickly returned with several 
other persons, when they found thf 
lifeless cougar extended near the de< d 
bodies of the hunter and the faithful 
dog. 

A BACKWOODSMAN. 

A friend was one d*y standing at the door of a tavern in Kentucky, 
and whistling an air to himself. A fellow with his hair in an eel-skin 
coming past, cried, “I say, mister,.you whistle very well I recon, do 
it again.” My friend good naturedly complied. “Come,” said he of 

of the pigtail 
insolently, tr\ 
it again.” “I’i 
try and slaj 
your chops, 1 
“slap chops!” 
cried Kentuck. 
and sprang intc 
the middle of 
- the road. <<? hd I 
I’m your mar 
for a fair fight, 
or rough and 
tumble;” aid 
clapping his 

s des with his elbows, and crowing defiance like a cock, he swore he 
vas a regular snorter, half-horse, half-alligator, and a bit of the snapping 
urtle, and cared for no man. 
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Around the glowing hearth at night. 
The harmless laugh asd winter tale 
Go round, while parting friends delight 
To toast each other o’er their ale. 
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A terrible Fight with a Bear in a Sink Bole 
on the Grand Prairie of Arkansan . 

Up the Arkansaw river a hunter, one day while in pursuit of 
a deer, fell into one of those deep, funnel-shaped pits, formed 
on the prairies by the settling of the waters after heavy rains, 
and known by the name of sink-holes. To his great horror, 
he came in contact, at the bottom, with a huge grizzly bear. 
The monster grappled him; a deadly contest ensued, in which 
the poor hunter was severely torn, and bitten, and had a leg 
and an arm broken, but succeeded in killing his rugged foe. 
For several days he remained at the bottom of the pit, too much 
crippled to move, and subsisting on the raw flesh of the bear, 
during which time he kept his wounds open, that they might 
heal gradually and effectually. He was at length enabled to 
scramble to the top of the pit, and so out upon the open prai¬ 
rie. VVith great difficulty he crawled to a ravine, formed by a 
stream, then nearly dry. Here he took a delicious draught of 
water, which infused new life into him; then dragging himself 
along, from pool to pool, he supported himself by small fish 
and frogs. 

One day he saw a wolf hunt down and kill a deer in the 
neighboring prairie. He immediately crawled forth from the 
ravine, drove off the wolf, and lying down beside the carcass 
of the deer, remained there until hfc had made several hearty 
meals, by which his strength was much recruited. 

Returning to the ravine, he pursued the course of the brook, 
until it grew to be a considerable stream. Down this he float¬ 
ed, until he came to where it emptied into the Mississippi. 
Just at the mouth of the stream, he found a forked tree, which 
he launched with some difficulty, and getting astride of it, com¬ 
mitted himself to the current of the mighty river. In this way 
he floated along until he arrived opposite the fort of Council 
Bluffs. Fortunately he arrived there in the day time, other¬ 
wise he might have floated unnoticed, past this solitary post, and 
perished in the idle waste of waters. Being descried from the 
fort, a canoe was sent to his relief, and he w r as brought to shore 
more dead than alive, where he soon recovered from his wounds, 
but remained maimed for life. 

A Receipt tor the Cholera. 

Eat two cucumbers, dressed or raw, as you prefer; then take a 
quart of blackberries, four green corn, four young potatoes mashed, 
a lobster or a crab, some ice water, and wash the whole down with 
a quart of buttermilk, and you will shortly have a touch of the real 
thing’. 









































































































